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X ” ‘ . z INTRODUCTION «71) §7)

The aim of this study is to.examine the history and significance of the North Indian town of

Ayodhya,. giving due attention to socio-r,iigiOUS factors that led to the development of this Sn-
cient centre of trade into a uontemporaheous centre of pilgrimege. The work is diVidéd into

three parts, the firat deallng with the hlstory of the town.in genaral, the religious movement s
that governed itsaqevelopment; the local ramifications in which this took concrete shape, and th

manner in which it is reflected in the Ayodhyamahatmya (A). The second part consists of a criti
cal edition of the AM with a commehtary in which details passed over in Pt.I are discussed. The
' thixd part provides appendices, concordances, & blbliography, and index Maps of Ayodhyd ang its
i syrroundings are separately: enclosed. .
o Methodological considsrations ungerly this qivision.lln order to avoid & petitio prineipit,
the text-critical anelysis oF'the AM and the_evaluat;on,of i;s.contents have been kept strictly
apart. The textual tradition of the AM comprises three different tut interrelated text-groups,
the relative chronological order of which is established on text-criticel grounds in the Intro-
duction to Pt.II, The historical and religious asséssment of each o? these text-groups in PL.1
starts on the premises of fhis rélétive chronology. Itvappears that the nature ang contents of
the three versions fit in well with historice-religious and literary developments in North India
during the second millennium AD,‘dn which they shed considerable new light, in particular with
regard to the emergence ofvt%é cult of Rama. The concordance with the gpneral historico-religiou
context provides the‘framework'of an absolute ¢chronology. A further cir[umécriotion of the dete
of the various text-grbﬁpé is attained by -comparing their topographical information with the de-
velopment of the sacred centre of Ayodhya as known from other independent textual and archaeolo-
gical evidence, the latter being ‘chiefly provided by fieldwork in Ayodhya and ehvirons, The dis-
course of Pt.I is hance on the ane hand concerned with the establishing of an absoluta chronolo-
| gy 0f the AM texts, and of the other hant with the interpretation and appraisal of the ensulng
historical and religious fabric. The results of Ft.I are again the starting-point of the commen-
tary on the text in Pt.II, which aims i.a. at disclasing the historical development of the indi-
vidual holy places (tirthas) that feature in &be AM,

The procedure outlined above makes it clear that philglogy is the basic method of approach in
the present investigation. Additionally, fieldwork in Ayodhya hes been. carried out in order to
eollect extra-textual evidence, notably topographical, iconographic, and archaeological data

. ~along with oral traditions regarding the historical sites, with e view to providing a more solid
historical foundation. The tripartite design of this study requires frequent reference from Pt.]
to Pt.1I and Pt.III, and vice versa.iwith a-certain amgunt of unevoidable repetition.,

While pursuing the scheme sketched above, two matters of great consequence became evident. First
that the religious development ﬁf'Aycdhyé i@;é é centre of pillgrimage took place in the second
m.llennium AD and 00nseqdently that the Ayodﬁy&n&h&tmya in all its versions belongs to this
period; secondly that the growth of ;ne'religious significance of the town was linked up with

the rise of the worship of Rama as the principal manifestation of Visnu. These two issues large-

e
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xvi | v ' ‘ Introduztion
ly geovern the structure of Pt.I.

The first two cﬁaptérs of Pt.1 are concerned with the history and religious development of
Saketa/Ayodhyd up to the élose of the first millennium of .our era. It appears that the origin of
a number of religious institutiﬁns within the town may be traced back to this early period. Some
of them continued to exist'in'tne second millenniem, ofter in modified, mostly Vaisnava form.
The evidence of the AM and other later texts'are relevant in so far as they testify to the con-
tinuance of the earlier strate of religious life in Ayodhyé, occasionally providing most welcome

evidence to supplement the meagre historical sources'reléting to this early period. On the otner
hand links detected between the tirthas described in the 'AMm and earlier religious stratifications

often shed light on their hatufeﬁ The third chapter desls with the eleventh and twelfth centuries

which saw a transition from the older period to tne epoch of Visnuite devotion that fundamnentally
changed the religious aignifiqance of Ayouhya.

In order to explain these deveiapmenta and to elaborate thelr import within the context of the
evolving religious environment of North India in the second millennium, chapters 4 to 7 deal
with the origin and growth of Réma‘devotion in general. It appears that the so-called apocryphal
PafRcaratra text Agastyas&mhigﬁ (AgS.) (datable to the twelfth century) is of central importance
in the history of the Rama cﬁlt. 14 we leave aside a recent study of F.Whaling (1880), whicn
turned o'ut to be of little use for oud ‘pux‘pose, and Bh.P.Simha's excellent book on the Rasika
Sampradéya which, h0weber, is mainly concerned with a later development, we have to ascertain
that this cult has.hever beeh‘the,éubjeét of systematic investigatlon. Therefore, and especially
because the AgS. is quoﬁed in the AM on ‘the subject of the celebration of Réma's virtnday, an
analysis is given of its cortent as far as it is concerned with the general theology of the Rama-
ite form of Vi§ouism‘(chgptér.5) and the ritual of the daiiy worahip (chapter 8). Chapter 7 deals
with the further development of devotion to Rama, especially ite close relation with the cult of
the name. ' ‘

Both subjects, the local.hiétorical'one of Ehapters 1-3, and the general religious one of
chapters 4-7, are integrated in the last two.chapters of Pt.I. Chapter 8 deals with the reli-
gious history of Ayodhya from-the thirteenth up to the middle of the eighteenth century. For this
period the AM is one.0£'0ur maih.sourcesf The religious and literary milieu that brought forth
and sustained this text-tradﬁtioﬁ is examined- in combination with an historico-religious apprai-
sal of its content. The his;ory of dédbtiom to Rama is elaborated in its concrete manifestotions
within Ayodhya aid environs..Cnépter 8 i concerned with the pilgrimege rituals that are (o be
performed in the sacred ceritre gﬁcording to the AM. In this centext a description is giveh of the
ritual of the birthday‘ce)ebraﬁion on Rémanavami pased on the AgS.

As hat been noted above the'second part.of this work presents the textuel sources that Wwal'R
used and evaluated in Pt.I. As such the critical editionof the AM occupies a central position,
The three versgans in which ﬁhe Manadtmya is known to.us and their mutual relationsnip are the
subject of text-critical analysis-in the Introduction to Pt.II which yields the basic criteria
for their editing, It was decided to present .the three versions which emanated from the loval

Mahatmya tradition and which'each have their own significance for the historiography of Ayadhyain

parallel columns. For reasons that are explained in the Introduction to Pt.11 the text is divi-
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ded Into 83 chaptera, In short introductions to cach of these chapters other texts that bear
on the subject are given and evaluated. These introductions, stplemented by the commentary on
the text, aim at giving en aséessment of the history, nature, and meaning of the individuél
tirthas glorified in the AM. . S ‘ \

Part TII includes qppendices which contain textual passages o? the AM that aré regarded as
interpolations. They are provided wiﬁh shart introdyctions to point out thelr secondary nature
as well as the historical milieu that conferred significaﬂce,om their cantent and prompted their
insertion, A Hindu festival calenhar of Ayodhya, lists of-?ourcas of the AM and testimonia, a
1ist of hymns occurring in the Mahatmya, and & specified list of tirthas are alsp given, The
syhoptical edition of tﬁe three text-groups) gach with its;own sequence of verses, mgkes detail-

ed concordances indispensable. They are found after the apbendice%. Pt.IIT is concluded by a

bibliography and index. v

Five Mans of Ayodhyd end surroundings are separateiy enclosed at the end. They present the
modern sacred topography of Ayodhyék§etra.'

A few words need to be seid mbéut the‘méin preoccupation of the present study, viz, the edi-
tion and evaluation of a m&h&t@ya text. The value of this sort of text is often underestimated
and this may account for the scant attention they attract from Indologists wirking of the his-
tory of Hinduism and its literature. Mowever, due appraisel is given by Gonda, in his HMistory
of Medieval Religious Literature (Gonda 1977,276-?81), whe remarks: “This genre of literature
is not only very useful for deepening our knowledge of the cpltural and religious history of
India in general but alsd most valyable for-those who want to reconstruct the development of
regional histary andg iocal ;ults‘or to ga;n a geeper insight into various religlous institutions
--far instance, the recommenQati¢n‘of pilgfimagestm poor people as & substityte for expegnsive
sacrifices—-, into beliefs and practices—e.g: 'those who bathe here go fo heaven end those who
die here are not born égain‘, and if cohnexion with this cdnviction, religious sulcide and wore
ship of the ceneased—,and into the sig&ificanc; of holy places, local variants of myths and le-

gends and so on.” (op.cit‘278). Basngs. if we bear in mind that "the literature on holy places,
especially places of pilgrimage (tirtha), ahd pilgrimages to places which enjoy a certain sang-
tity is in all prodabllity far more extensive than any other single topic of Dharmedastra” (opn
cit,276), it is avidwnt that we &re qoqcefnadxwﬁth an as yst largely unexplored mine of infor-
mation abaut local history ahd daiiy péﬁcticaﬁdithin Hinduism.

Among the scientific literature deéling with the h;stcgv of holy places on the basis of
mihdtmyas C.Jacques 1962 (Gayd), R.Oessigane et.al. 1984 (Kfcipuram), R.Geiv 1965
(Purusottama), G.Kantawals 1867 andvG.Sﬁera.1977 (Prayaga), H.Uebach 1970 (Nepal) ang
H.Kulke's researches in the hisidry of Cidambara&‘(Kulhe 1869, 19700 are to be mentioned, al-
though of them only Jacques and Uebach. include an edition of a mahdtmya text, whereas to our
knowledge M.Kylke has beeﬁ the only scholar so far who has systematically used different ver-
sions of a m&%&tmya Lo d;éclose the ﬁolitical and religious background that gave rise to their
origin=-unfortunately without bublishing his textual sources,

With respect to the last point it should be emphasized that the quantity of information that
con be retrieved from a m&hitmya text increases significantly when two or more versions or recer:

slons are collated. The following passages give ample instances of, often minute, vartations in
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phrasing or words that, when compared, co‘n‘fer'unexpected significance on the text of different
versions, Admittedly, the Mahatmya abounds in hackneyed phrases, sterile clichée, and stereo-
typed conceptions devoid of any ]itefary merit and often seeils to describe Just a timeless my-
thological universe——a theological dimenslon of reality that, as it were, is a king of overlay
spreading over the physical world only to be experienced by the believer and imperceptible to
the .sceptic scientific observer: However, in our view the béét approach is to consider this
type of text as a code‘into which empiricaﬁ reality hés been translated, Within the Indian con-
text this code is indispensible, first in order that the fabricated text may be recognized as a
product of divine révelatibn, secondly 15 order that if ma& serve as advertisement, i.e. that
it may impress the péople for Qhom it was composed and pr&mpt them to resort to particular haly
sites. It 1s the task of the imvestige;or to.demythoiog{ze in order to recover the underlying
historical and geographicel reality and to gain an imsight into the religious and social milieu

that gave rise to the text. The present work is intended as a contribution to this undertaking.
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Religious developrents in Saketa/Ayodhyd wp to the eleventh century 43

— Brahmins hailing from Ayodhy3 participated in a procession of a linga in Bharadi in AD

436, , ,

== A image o?”Shanda dating from thelﬁmth or 11th centur:,'2 is kept in Bilvatirtha (Bilvahari),
a holy place on thé“genk of the Saééy&lto the sast of site AY,’ The haut-relief stone image was
found egainet a trae %h@t stands before & (rew) temple, Locel oral tradition knows this place

as the cremation groundyof Oaéefatha. The image shows a foyr-atmed Skanda standing in tribhanga
pose, The lower right hand toucheé'the.peacock that stands behind him. His upper right hand is
proken off. The upper left hand holds'something indistinguishable (perhaps a ook or arrow
shaft). The lower left hand holds a‘speaﬁ. The square slab Ek stone in which‘the imags is carve
ed 15 ebout 30em high..In the right Qpper corner is a small figure. Against the wall of the
8ilyshari temple in the same compqundbstahds a beautifuyl dténe scuéﬂure (80x80cm) representing
8iva and Parvatl (Umamahe$varamirti, see Rao II,132ff.). The heads of both delties have been
cut off. The image may date from about AD 1000, ,
-~ A small Siva-Parvati medallion (20x30cn) is'found in the wall of a little linga shrine in
front of the Guptahari templs in th? Gopratara compound.* The medallion may date from the 10th-
12th century. It is made of.yellowfsandstcne and is very much eroded. It shows $iva sitting
with Parvatl on his lap IUmémahg;vafeertil.'Next to this medallion is enother one. of Ganeda
(16x17cm), which may be of the:same period 1f the two originally belonged together, It ahqwe

a sitting Ganeda with four arms, his trunk to the right. Both medallions are found in the wall
of a Vi§ou temple (Guptahafi/tékrahari) and it 'seems probable that they have always belonged

to o Vaisnava sanctuary (see under 4.2 Vaigﬁévism]. '

----- Tour II in the S recension of AM mentions the Saiva sanctuaries of Batuka®, Bhairava®, and
Vighneéa’. Tha first two places are hot treated elsewhere in the Mahatmya, whereas Vighneba is
incorporated among the guards of the Ramkot. The inclusion of these places in tour Il on the
ong hand, and their obscurity in the rest of AM as well as to modern Pandits cf Ayadhya on the
other hand,’seems to testi?y 0 theit antiquity, possibly reaching back into the first millen-

nium,

4.2 Vai§Qavism, )
~~== Veisnavism no doubt received some 1mpetu§ when Saketa/Ayodhyd bacame ene of the foremost
cities of the Gupte empire, The ascendaﬁcy of Saketa, 1ts iqgntification with Ayodhya, the
place of Visnu's incarnation, the evidence of special reference to the Rima avatdra in circles
closely connected with the Gupta court at the beginning of the fifth century, the fagt that the
Gupta emperars from Candragupta L1.onwards styled zhemselves paromabhdgavatas and that Skanda-
gupta even compares himself with Réma?, the recording of the foundation of temples, notably of

a Visny temple dedicated to the 'God with the Bow' (Sardgin) by Skahdagupta° - all strongly an-

S A o ket o

Y EI X (1808-10),72, See 1,28,
" Cp. apicture of a similar image in S$.B.Singh 1973, fig,17.
Intr. AM €2, '
Intr., AM 58,
AM80.5d. TP p, 501 reads Kundevi instead of Batuks (see I, 48),
AM 80.6d. Another Bhairava, the southernmost guard of the Ayodhyaksetra, is treated in AM
87. There are indications that point to a sanctuary of Bhairave on the site of the present
Ham;)mén tample in the L}ﬂ'ﬁtm?v_ of /\yodhyé (see Intr, AM 17 and ad OA 17.2¢),
AM 80,8, Cp, AM 17,10, o ‘ |
See 1,30,

T il IIL,54.
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| The eleventh and twelfth centuries m\ Sl

.

of the Tretayuge' (1.e. Ramacandra), but: the Sanskrit name is not attested in any written source,
The AM does not mention another Vispu temple’ at ‘this plase {on top of the Svargadvara ghats),

unless formerly a Dharmshari temple (at presgnt there is a temple of that name o.500m to the

hatmya states that Oharmghari |

south-aast of thé“ruins of théfmosque) stood on this site, The ¥
lies to thé,aouth~e$§t;of Candrahari, end is, liké Candraharﬁ, to be visited after a bath:in
Svargadvarat svargadv&%e narah snatva dy?;v& dhamnahariy‘vibhunv.’

The legend accounting'for the origin of Dharmahari is a réﬁlica of that of Candrahari. The

only significent d{ﬁ?erencélis thatjthefvisiﬁing person is Dharma. This Dharme, after propitiat-

2

ing Visou, installed an 1dol of Hari with his pwn hanm oveﬂixed. The upiformity of the legends

of origin along with the pe%%ect symhetry of the two mosqués‘built by Aurangzeb, which in their
turn repleced two Visnu tempias both established by Géhagaéélé kifgs, strongly suggeste that
the temple erected Dy,dayacandré was known to the Méh&tm&d under the name of Dharmahari. Just
as the two mosques on Loth erds of‘the Svaﬁgadvéra.ghd}a ggem to have been a reflection of

aach other, so both Gdhadavdla Vispu temples might originally have been counterperts.® 1t seems
possible thet a king who was to baéone the last Hindu f&ier of thisg part of India to defend his
realm against the mZeechaS‘sty;ed himself as -an incarnation of Dharma.“

There are two more ancient (véiqqava) 'Hari-temples’ mmntionédlin the AM. One of these, the
Harismrtl temple with .the imégé of Guptahari, has alreadQ baen,nnyad.above. The other one 1s
Vnguhari. The legend of this idol relates that in former days a Brahmin named VigquﬁarMan came
to Ayodhyd. Once there, he wished that Vidnu would also reside in the town: ayodhyam agato

vignur vispuh saksad vased iti/ cintayan manasa viras tapah kartum samudyatah//*, Having thus
; AM 14.30. Cp. the ldentical phrase with respect to Candrehari (AM 1DLAQ), quoted above,

AM 14,22-23,2Bab: evam uktas tato dharmo devadgvena. sadavam/ sthapayamasa vidhivan nama
armaharim vibhum// sarayusalile snatva Sueis tadgatamémaseh/ devam dharmaharim pasyet sarva-
papaih pramcyate// ... atra saksat svayam devo visnur vasati sadarah// ot

* The modarn (ineignificent) temple of Dharmahsri is a Veisnava sanctuary, but the main idol
installed is that of Oharmardje (Yema) and his scribe Citragusts. According to Carnegy 1870,
p.VI the temple was foundad in ¢, AD 1845, The AM only apeeks of Visru end Oherme and doas not
contain any sellusion to the identity of the lgtter with Oharmardja. The Fyz.Gaz.174 reports the
local tradition concerning the Tietd ke Thakur: "1t marked. the place where Rama performed a
grest sacrifice and set up- imesges of himself “andg $1ta.” This fradition is unknown to the AM and
is evidently a later fabrication in view 6f the rest of the story: "The 'Tareté-ke-ThaKOr' was
raproducad” (i.e. after the destruction by Aurangzab) "near the old ruin by the raja of Kalu,
whose estate 1s said o be in the Punjab, more than two centuries ago” (that means befora A
1670, 14 the reign of Aurargzeb himself!); "and it was improved upon afterwards by Hillé Bai,
Marathin, who also bullt the aujoining ghet AD 1784, She was the widow of Jaswant Rai, Molkar,
of Indore, from which family Re, 231 are still annuslly received at this shrine.” (Carnegy
1670,21). Nevill, in the Fyz.Caz., adds to this: "The snclent images were sald to havk bdtn re
Covered from the river where they hed been tfirown by Aurangzeb, snd were placed in the haw
Treta~ka-Mandir.” The seme legend was alresdy reported by Martin 1836 11,337, Today spveral
temples clsim to possess ancient idols miraculously recovered from the river Into which they
3tggn§?r0wn by iconoclastic Muslims, but rone of the examples I have seen deserve any serious
j%aus on. The whole legend of the so-called Tretd ke Thékur‘smacka of the common trivial pia

Il . kil
N ' 12 aﬁothar (copper-plagel inscriptign of Jayac§ndra~fauh¢ near Fmizéqéa this king styles
imself an incarnation of Naryena: tagmad adbhutavikramad atha jayacandribhidhdnah patir bhi-
panam avatirma asa bhuvanoddhdraya ndrayanah/ (Kielhorn 1888,11 (vs.13)). '
. 47.5cd-Bab. The OA recension hes significently changed the reading of $. Inpstead of
vismii saksad vased 1ti it reads: vienum drap;umandh svayam/ and ﬁﬁlauda to thint tapusd tost:
visnuh saksad drdyo bhaved iti/ (0A 47.5). The meening of this altebation is obvious: accordis
?0 the authors of 0A Visnu has lived in Ayodhyd from times immemorial. Desides, the Vianuhari
f2mle hed no longer the same fmportance. This cen also be séenfrom the structure of Loth re-
“2nslons: S places visnuhari as the very first tirtha treated in the Manatinya, In OA Vignuhar
-2 Just one among others. .
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prbﬁiﬁiated Vigqu the latter allowed an idol of himselﬁ to be installed by Vi@puéarman with the
latter's farename prafixed to his own: 115 rutva vaco vipro vasudevasya buddhiman/ svandma-
prrvikan mﬁ?iim_ath&bay&ﬁ&sa eakrinah// tatahprabhrii vipresu daikhacakragadadharah/ pitavasas
caturbghur n@md vignuhawih sthitah//.' This legend might have been the archetypa of the lsgencs
of Candrahari and Dh\é’nmahariv. According to the $ recension of the AM Visnuharl is the first
Visnu idol installed in Ayodhya. The Mahatmya locates the temile on the bank of the Sarayu
adjacent to the bathing place celled Cakratirtha. Today no trace of this temple is to be founa.
Loca) tradition has it thet it was .completely destioyed by a flood of the Sarayd river. A house
¢.360m from the site that 15 today;rpuognizwd as Cakratﬁrthg, containg a four-armed Viggu idol
thet detes from the eleventh ‘or Lwelfth century (ses be!owrﬂ

In conclusion we may &ey that there is evidence for the exnstenoe af five Vinnu tamplas in
Ayodhya tn .the twelfth century: 1) Harismrti (buptahari} at the bopratarL ghar. 2) Vignuhari at
the Cakratirtha gh&f, 3) Candrahari. on the west side of the Svargadvara ghatu, 4) Dharmahari on
the mest side uf the Svargadvara ghqﬁa, 5) a Visnu tempke on the Jenmabhumi. Three of these
tamples have been replaced by mosqﬁes and one was swept away by the Sarayl, The fate of the
f4FfEh 18 unknown but the aitu ia bcaupied today by a new Guptahafi/ﬂekthafi temple.

During fieldwozk in Ayodhya I found & Visnu iddls that belong to.the.elaventh or twelfth
century. ‘ .

One of %H@Qe idols is kept in the new S$itals témple complex in Faizabad?, c.Bkm south-east

“"‘Gopratara ghat It stands in one or the side niches outside the Jarbhagrha and 15, dlong

wit the idol preserved in.the mafh near the Dantadhavanakunda (see below), the most elegant
and best preserved of the five. It represents one of ‘the *twenty-four forma’ (caturuayéatamuw

'

pﬁayah) of Vispu, viz. Vigju Adhokgaja.’
The" sacond Ldo} s kept i oa huuaa situated at the holy place of Vamadeva®, c.350m north of
akratfrtha. The image is a rectangular relief in & dark stone c.?5cm high, The two upper arms

are’ broken off.® ‘ ‘ ,
The thirdg tdol is kept in a new and lnszgnlficant bul ¥eltng which styles itself as Vidyadevi
Mandir. It s?anda on the nouth mide oF the Vidyahunda , on- thP southern outskirts of Ayodhyva.

‘ 847, 3334,
2. AM5B.

¥ This and the fallowing . LIaSQifiCﬁtiOnS are sccording to a survey given in Aqntpurana anct
EmPamand&na tsee Desad 1973,151). ‘The 1dol in the SIteld temple is 74em high,' of dark or
black stone,standing 4m a stele. The lower right hand Holds a Yotus (7)), the upper right hand
the club, the upper left hand the conch, and the lower:Jeft hand the discus, Vis >0 Gtands En
samabhanga posture, his two acolytes, Sri and Sarasvatl, on both sides have tzmbhanga NosE .
" On both' sides ‘of his heatt are two celestials, Visrm wears dhat{ venariala, enc kmuunakuta,-
“aroung which is a pmabhaval7. The idol isstill” “an Objebt of puaa. The. forehead is marked with a
vod trlake. The image ts similar to the ane’ found 4n. the antadhavana math {see below), How
erict from where this beawtliful 1mage arrived hare is not known. The $Itald temple ls well aq-
. towed.

" AN 48. This tirtha seems té have been nlways ot secondary 1mporLdn(e
% The Iower r;éht hand shows the varuaanmdra, the lower keft hand holds the coneh. Vignu
stands. tn tribhanga pesture. He wears & dhott, vanamald, aed kzrmtamakuba. The stele does not
contein celestials, prabhavall, or other ornamentotions, but shows a devotee (Garuda ?) in Lhe
Yoft lewer corner.. Next to this Vmsnu,ldnl is placed a free standing 19th cenfury fdol of a
goddess, by some sald to represent STtd. Both idols are still objects of puga but no plligrims
or devotees seam to vigit ‘the place.

5 am 33, ‘ o S
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Of lhn 0ragina1 1mag& only the, upper part remalns showing %1snu with kar7tamakuta, his upper
~igrt haﬁd hmlcin? fhe plub, and the upper ant hand holding tre disb“s The fragment 18 about

mmxmgwmdjsvmynmﬂ1momd.\ . :
A Pourth idol ia Kept -in, the Ramanuj{/math on the nortn qide 0F the Dantadhannaknntﬂ. Tt

image 1s:in excellen§ Lpndition notwithbtanding the Famt that it is sald to havv been- fou&n

when one,of the mound%\along the Saptaadgdrakumda was levelled in c.AD 183“ This mound wou;

have baen abbut xSUm due south ‘of ruina of Lhe weatexn 'Aurangzeb moqque' (Candrahaxil The

ddol reprﬁaehta one. of fhe twanfy four forms mf Vlsnu, vlf. Vmsnu 1rivikramd.“ lt resgmles

the 1del fnund in the. S{tqla temple ‘ o ﬂ ;,/ 'f' ' f :
The fifth 4dol'is kept in the. Rameasbra templa " a new}buildi\g 1n tha centra oﬁ Ayudnya

‘the north of the Oantmdhavqna mabh It 19 8. ahqﬁt qhd“dtdut Lrega’ of 40cm Aigh end 25cm bids

representing one of the twenry four formq of Vianu, yiz.,Viahu Txivikrama
I

It would be, UﬁjUSfiFlLd to dttxlbute any - of tresé id@la to one ‘of the Va1»nava sanctuarie:
nnntioned above. Togather with LW@ eUidende of thevb fivé sanctuarieo, however these arches
logical data prove qonclusively xnat Vaisnavism had bsgpn to astahliﬁh i;aaxf in Ayodhya in
elavanth’ -and twelfth cehturie Rt will! have been notéd that neﬁthex tha literary evidence,
with the pos'Jble exreption of rhw templp nn- the Janmébhumi, por the axohaeuloglcu] evidernce

i show trahes of veneration of the Rama avatara of VlBhu 1n )artlrulax. Y

' '/' o
Not only in Ayudhya 6ut als@ in the Suzrounding Lmuntryslde, the ksetra, testxmonloa of n

raligiou autivity are Found At the Jatamunda nﬁar the lelage Bhadarde, 1n the midst of t
flelds, a peﬁestal af a,&urye 1maga [/Dancm),was +ound.;Thm central idol of SOryae himself i
miasing but txeces of his"boots (upanat)latill m?tféy hie original identity. This Fragmant
dates from the alomh uf the! alevanth rantury. On bdih aldaa of the anpty padestel rien four
fine but headless imageﬁ mf iha attemdantq Dandm, Pihgala, Usa, ard Pretyu&a.,?hia place L

amnong the: firest sculpture found in A/odhyekqetra. It presumab ly comes from the nearest Sury
ok i 1 b o vk s i i l

! Besides this imoage fraynent the tenple pzeservea 8 fragment of the stele of a Visnu ido
(B0x306m), The fragment contalns an elm;orat@ty 9&u1ptur9d cakra, which was obvﬂOuQIy held 4
the upper left hand of the original idol, Anove the eakra the stele shows a seated delty,
posaibly Brahmad. Two othgr figureb in bas-relief a1é %éared asbove him, Next to his (Brahma's
head 18 a: figure of 8 bird, paxhapa xppreseniing thie hhmea The atyle and material of both
fragmah19 lead oneg . fo as aunp ;hat they have‘a Ponmdn origin.

AM.A6. c [ S '
' Ses od OAS 17150, / ;
Y The image is 75¢em high, a? blech granitsu i tgut r@liaf The lower rl ght hand of Vism

shows the varadamudra, the ugper right hénd hb}dﬂ Lﬁe 'tlub, the upper left hend holds the o
and the lower )eft hand the .conch. Visnu sf&nﬂb ih 3amabhahja posture, his two attendants, ¢

and Saresvatl, both in trmbhanga Dn‘pwth shides his head two celestials are faintly diuce
1blg. Vienu wears & mukuta and prabhaualw.fﬁ \»r :
AM ¢ o

¥ The Btyla of this idml io pomawhat: GL@?m&eng ﬂrom that of the athers. The lower right |
Bhows tha varadamdra, the, -upper right hand hnlds the olub, the upper left hand the discus,
the lower left hand the conch. Yisnu is depicted in samabhaiga pose, wearifg: vanamala and.
klr?iamakuta bn both ¢ 1des of his head two male. figures are seated, prasumably Siva and 9

- Or both eides of his legs Sri and Sarasvetl (?) are éiamdlng. Behind these two female deiti

are two malg figures in bas-relief, pogsibly the donors .of the idal. The image is no longer
Wor%hnppei. It was, brought outside the ‘temple to be photographed.
A pond 350m west  of Nendigrama and the Bharatakunda (AM B4). See Map IV.
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. Qanctuary, the Choearkakunda in Darshan Nagar T4km north- east The legend of this holy Dln B
in tha S reuen%ion of the AM tells the story of a king Ghoge who suffered From akinr dlgemm
After a who}eaome bath: in this pond artda prayer of thankq to Surya. the god alluwed ‘the king
fo insta)l hia fmage bearing his name, Ghosarkat raja. bhasfaradehottham ravamurtvm anuttawmwy
tatra samathapayamasa puaayamasa ca svayam// ghoaarkakuﬂdam tﬁnnamna tatra khyacmm Jagdna hat.

rhe legend may be baqeu on a historical event ulthuugh & klng or chle+taln naned bhoqa 1a- nat

attested in other souraes. ' oy

In Nandigvama near the Jatakunda a temple'architrevp wda found whxrh had been driven inte
‘the. ground. It possibly datae ?rom the same psri@d g¢1tn-%2th century).” Exuavations of 8.8.
Lal 'at and around Nandigrama‘ havp %hown that this qmtg Las po%sgbly ocrupxed from the aarly
historical period orwards . ® ﬁ L SN ' ,

A collection of idols and f;agmen?s of whirh two nmy date Frcm th9 1Hth.oor A2th century wasg
found near the ruined Ougdhesvara temple® at Satakunda ﬁkm south aﬁ Nandi gramb. The two old
pfiteps. are s beautiful male torso, of e, Z0em ang. a famale,tor o of black basals of 20cm,’

Finally it mayl ba noted tnat At least . half of the arahaaadogica} vvagq contednad Ln the
collection of tha fdrmer raizabad Mussum (Jee 1,34 danm from, the 1t and Y2th centurias,
Among them are an image of V1§Qu szivihrama,type) of'grey stone @nd‘a black Jelna tzrthankaﬂc

(Sumatinatha ?} which‘cankaihs an fﬂscribﬁibn on the pedesital featufing'the/mate VS 1168,

Wa may now concluda wur survey of erhanlogltdL material. The evidonra'qhow% that Ayodhya
Cpuntad various holy placea and sanctuarips at the eve of the Mustim{ rule among which the'
Vﬁisnava plauea hala a pmo#&nenr po%it{on and were bgginnnng ta outnuuber the others. For the
seke  of convaﬁience we mey pwesent our flnd!ngs ln 2 lﬁst QF sdnrtunxmas/chat existed bhefore
or during: the ﬁZth uentu;y Places that podeihly PPath bdrk 0 the tenth century or earller

are marked with.an asteris

oo ) .
e e N . i . | B ;

king is. nb 2nngar axpliaitlx crediteg,with; hé installmtxon oﬁ an ido} The neme Ghoaarkm&unc
is Paplacad by Suryakunda, I y,. S )
. AM B4 c [ " . . . . . .

* The date was suggesued thh ras@rvetlons by Proﬁe@sor van L0huizen ury the basts of & 81
The architrave protrudes  M0cm anove thg grauqd The sbulpture on ope of the sides shows sewve
figures. Tt is found near fhe.north we?tern cquner of the Bharatahunda, or the gouth stde of
the hermifage called Nandig?éma According tq’the legend i the -5 recersion. a mirki of Rama \
inmalled in this place by by brathef*}Bham q S Blk,.SI. 10;3&3( there is no Jpewhcanv Rama:
~temple at this place (cp. Inte, AN Ba4a: :

R IAR 1876- 77,53 "The result of ; ”te@-bﬁgg&hg rpveated o roeval antiqui by, by and lerg
with Ayodhyd. The site vielding sucb ah?éviq nbep»ss %&Qecxally the mound: at Rakhet, on the
south baenk of the Tamaaa. while the pneaanb y Manamgram te 1moatad orr the northerm Hank."
tep. Intr. AM:-84), . : -

"5 'AM 68, See alsd I, 45, :

” the female toxsm'must have had four drms. Both pleees were found amidat a heap of stong
mixed with smal& fragments mi“&eulpture on & kind of platform before the linge. The temple o
the. MAge is colpletely ruined by the growth of & tree. Both fragrents. were very different
from the-other imeges found at this site, some. of which date. from the 16-17th centuries. A 4
naces opposite of the ruined. Zzﬁga temple are the ruins of the. shrlnp kn wirkeh the old Visr
idn} was. found. (see I,45).
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Buddhisr aanctuaries... S . o
X-= A si'um at the aite c)F the Mw11.~1>arbat called .Maharatna, possibly erected in me

Maurya period Reatored in tha 5th century AD (aae 1,15-18,31).
%-- A stupa at the aite of the Kubertile called Navarﬁ na.’ Possibly built in the Sth

t

“century. AD (see I)\S'l 32).

.J_amgyyngﬁ,uarim. e M . : 8o RS
*-- A temple dedicated tcn 'rhe seint . Muni Suvmtaavamtn “Location not. known (see 1,38).

¥-e A tample Qedioawd td Adi nétha at the ,Bi_te of the | ahah Jurdn T&Zla. Daatt‘oyad in AR
\ e v :
1194 (see 1,40,88 ), ° ~ Co

o

!

i
: Bathing ghats on the Serayu river. - T ; ' .; o ' .
: x-- Bopratara in Faizabad (antonment /\ftmsted 1n 31‘d‘~4:rh centux‘y AD (Mbh. and Ram.) (sep
I,41). T ' PR
i K *x-~ Svargadvéra. in the: north OF Amchya. Atta‘aetad ;n an 1nscr‘iption of Ao 1093 (sem 1,51
i M , - Gekratirtia . The bething place adjacnt to 'the Viﬁm«haz‘i “tomple (sea .I,53f.).
; Yakea shrinss. o / : A -

X “Sur‘apa . (Sumpplya attpated/ in thp ]aina canor)) on; the no;th side of thae Ramkm
possibly standing on the old city: wall Location o’ longer‘ ‘knawn (see I,477.),
¥om Metmg, jendra. /\ttested in the beginning of tha 'MLh Lentury in the .’]’wbhaka?pa.

* Swnd:&ﬁg on the old. M/Ly wall (ses T,48).. , \
x-- Pindaz‘aha. Stending next to Mattagajendra on tha uld city wall (see I,48).

Kom Pasomiya', Attestad 1n Ahe Jaina L.anon. "Located: In a park Uttarakuru in the rmst of
Saketa. (eee I,47). : »; '

B, sé ¥ 1
S W)

Naga sanctuaries.

Ko Naga temple in the norfh of Saketa, nresumably at the site of the twtha Smrxass.radi'\éx

§

Attested in the Jeina. canon (see. X, 48.).
¥ -~ Two images of naga deities found 1n Punhad L‘l e. the tirtha Punyahari ) dating from
the 8th-10th oentury (see I1,47). / !
Sagred Tree. .
¥-- The toothbrush-tree mporte'd b,;/ E:a,!!hsien;; (AD 41’[)J. Possibly located in the wicinit
of the Dantadhavanakt.nda (see I',,3/’7,'46).:
SEkte sanctuaries. - R .
-- Mshavidya. On the aoutheern outskirfs of Ayodhyeu (o0 1,46),
-~ 81ve1d, In Falzéhac (nes 1,48), - u ;
-- Bendl. Oh the road bwwman Aymcjhya and ,Faiﬁibad (see I,48),
- Kundavm. Location unknown. Dnly mc,ntmnéd 1n ™ ‘(sea 1,46),

Solar senctuary, S . .
=~ Temple at the Gho%évkakuqr}a. Archagaelogical evidance from the close of the 11th
century. In 't;he'village;roesrshan Nagar (sse I,55f.).

Saiva sanctuaries.

X-- Biivetirtha. /\rchaemlogical evidence “from the 10th-11th century. On the bank of the

Sarayl nesr the village Pura Bazar (formerly Jalaluddinnagar) (see 1,43).

-« Bhairava. Near Piqu«_jér*aka in’the centre of Ayodhya. Present location unknown (see I,¢
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- ELat‘uka. “Locatian unknown. Veria lectio in. s for: Kundavi (s&ze 1,43).
“- Vngﬁv\eéa. Next to Plndaraha, possibly standing on ‘the old city wall [aoe 1,43).
- Dugcﬂwaéva1~a at the SIfakunda near Oarabgaﬂj Archaeolog;cal edeenLe f1lth-lzth

century] (seé\I 56, S : o oo : o e

Vaig nava aancruariaa. o . . o oo I / : . SRR
x-- Tample on the Jcmmabhumi Archaeological evidence frof the 10th-11th’ century (see &,

1 o ‘." . . : ok

43—441. : o . .‘ A

e

**-vTemple ‘et SI1‘ak&u\da opposite of the [Jugdha‘ varafflﬂﬁga éhrine. Visnu tdod Uaming»mﬂ
AT ! i

from. c,AD 1000 -(see I, 45, l _ ST

x~?-kiaz‘1smrt'i temple with idol F‘uptahari . In the Cabprlatara c{,owound. Arumnuxog\kccn. i
svidence from the 10th- 42th oéntuxy [see 1,45}, “" / Ll ’

- Vianuhaxi templa. st the: bathir\g plece Lakvati}rtha (L\aa S F3F . ).

-~ Candrahari tampla at thm waalt and of thm 3v¢rg(mvapa~ ghaw.,ﬁ‘oamnm attwnted. kn an

“inecription of AD 1033 Rpplaﬁfd by a nosque in/thb t;nn of Aurangzebh (age I,%1F,),

he

-~ Vaisrwavgx temple, possibly: Qharnwnwaﬁx, at tne eaat end, of the svargadvuru ghacq.

Created in AD 1184 by Jayaaandra [1nscr»ptxon) Repiaced U/,a moseue 1n the tzme of
/\ut‘angze‘h (see %,52F.). ' ) :
-- Nandi grama‘.' Hermitage annexe tank ,(Bnm‘atakugq}éi hear the vJ: Xlage O:F Rlvactars a.
_Armméul-c)gical evidex?,c'e perhaps dating from the"}"n‘th'f'régh centuries (sea_é I,56).

\
'

'T%a ‘last Hindu King xu}lng lnd@pandent}y aver Ayodhja, Tayacandra, hao to face inuraa%tnp
Musllm power The fir%t vehenant dtLauka of M iLz ud= dlﬂ Muhammad Gnux£ waxn sutfered by 1j5
angmy Prthviraja of A_)mer Put when the latter lost tl‘re dacis}va battle of Tara}n (AD 1192)
Jayacmnc!xa wao. doomed to bacome the next vietim En AR 1183 Mu 177f~uu—c1fn marched with fifty
thowuaand cavelry ageinst thb B&hadavaleﬂa ancl was gnst by Jayaohamim near Chanclewser on the

‘Yamuné. batween &tawoh and kan&uj A, ha%u oontw&t follmweay and Jayaunamura maf welx ntgn

scored @ viMnry, when he réceived a deadly waund’ fmm an armw amﬁ‘ fell, Miso forge wes Lmnwn
into uonfuaxon and the Iucky 1nvader tugned it into a zuut. An org; of extensive end ruthless
" massacre, repins and plllagg followad Tpmple‘ and vhrines wete razed to the ground and re-
lieved of their Mbulom tresasur%. Banaras am;i the ﬂurt o«f‘ Amm which contaihed the treas ury
af the Gahadavaxaa were the filst t}{a be o?dupied' One thdusand Lemme% are sshlt to have bean
dearrnyad at Denaras alone. and nbsques fa&sed &ﬁ'tnnir pYace. This victory agded @xtensive

it S

STV~ o

territory in Hindustdn, as far east as Banaras and Chanmravatm, to the domdinions of the conquer
or."! It was présnmablf an Ehis. OCLaBiOH that ahﬁb$#ﬁcer 34 the army of Muhammad bhnlh, Makhdm

Shah Juran Phuri, came to. Ryodhya and deatxcyeﬂ*t@elJainw remple of Rdinatha. There are e
positive mdzwtionq that other Hindu, qanrtua‘ries ware dtwa*‘twm:} oy the same time. As wa have

soen, she three mis t important Vaisnave aanct:mx‘ms Etrm two temulea. at the Suargadvara Ghﬂbu ,

and tha . Janmabhumi,tsmple) were’ rep}acmd by mosgues much leter in the time of thw Great Moguls.
The victory of Chandewar did not immsdietely leed to Firm end unisputed suthord sy of Muslim
power over the regilon anound,Ayodhyé. Locakfresistance wae heing organized and seems to have

been at times very stfang. We are informed about this peried by the chronicle of Minhai-ud-din,

i e b At . . s

L HET V, 119,
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L. The eleventh and twelfth ecantiaies L ~b-,/Ju

o P ‘ .
“the labaqab“m-ﬁaszra. Oniy in AD ‘?28 when . Malmk Nasir~ud-din Wahmud, son of Lhe third Mamllk
Sultan of Dalhi Shams U= dIn Iltutmish, was appomnted govar%nr of Avadh,‘ulndu 1eqistanve AuFfor'

ed a severe- blmw The - governox sucrL?ded in overthrnwing "fhﬁ~abcur39d Eartuh (?J undev who
ulmgns had received maxtyxdom. Fley

handq and. QWOTG more than one, hundrPd ahd/twenty rhousand
‘Buarthrew the rebel infiqels of Oudh and. brought ‘a bndy' .
govarnorﬂ oﬁ Avadh - saam\to have obtained only namina
used Ayodhya ”aa a basb Fur ths extanslon of their terw
With the” defin1te esteblishmanr of Muslim xuﬂu mver the'ﬁown we’ have azrived at a new
‘historisal pariod tha politncal histury of Lhis aga is nw&[dy to ‘be 1eérmed from Azabic,,Pers-

'ham'into supmi.ssiond () Be+are, the'
aianca ‘of the 1008 Hindu Rajaa ~ They
ory ?urthar aeat" 2 ‘

fan #nd Turki«h souroaa. Since I hava no command over any.,off thess three language L have tm
l

desist from a deiailed investigatién of these cen;uries.’Ah uutliﬁa of tha polit;cal hl%tor

‘will be found 1n thp New Fai7ﬂbad Qa?sttaer pp 42 84./wm 'shall. aowFina oursplves mainly -to the
eel oirpungtan"ea whan theqe .are thnifi

religious- history 0P, Ayodhye, and refer only to pcli
gant o1 iﬂformativa with rsgard to evelopnents 1n fné retggiouﬁ sphere..ln oxder to understand

\

these developﬁ&nts in Ayodhya 1t i‘ neacesary Lo pay atteptzoo to a phenonenon wlthin Hindutism
that ‘would appear tu beconn of pq»amount i&portannu for fhe hxstozy of tne town as - £ holy pldue.
For thie WG have td'gd back ;n e again and conceive D+ the 1139 of thc cult of Rama within

’

the Vdienava faith. Coe ; S o : .
RIS (»\-n-ah " ) . . . ] ‘v ) ) ) " o ,//
! fabaqat-i-Napiri, EHL 11,328f. . IR : j
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CHAPTER 4

T
3
o
2

-
o THE ORIGIN OF DEVOTION 1O RAMA WITHIN VAISNAVISM, L ;;‘fi

Even before the conception of lord Visnu's avataras was fully consolidated,. that is in th
period when his “manifestations were still commonly de:lgndteu by the verv pradurbhi- ang ‘Lsxf‘
T

nominal derivative pradurbhava', Rama son of Dabaratha was reckoned among these appearances.’:

Gradually the new terminology derived from the verd auaLf cefme to be used to refer to the act:
of god tescending to earth. From the outset this choice of expression implied not only the idgd)
of putative hiétoricity, but also of a mission for mankind, namely to free the world from-
terrivle threat.’ Thus the Mon." says. of Ky§ba that "for éhe sake of Jwe destruction of the
wirkedvand to protect the Dharma he [Kq§qa) descendedlto ;arth [aPati?poJ and was born as a
ruman being in the House of Yadu. , : "/
In the period AD 200 to 400 this concept came to be. applied to another mythical figure, i

Rama, Prince of Ayodhya. T he Moh. version of the sto ry of Rama, the Ramopakhyana, seys of his
“divine origin: "For that reas on (scil. the destruction of Ravana) four-armed Visnu has uescend,é}?”’f
ed (avatlrno) to earth at my (Brahma’ sl benest. This greatest of slayers shall carry out this ﬁ[

v
deed."® Tne sane idee is expressed in the Balakanda of the Ramgyana s Visnu is urged to asaumay

humen shape: "Incarnate in the form of man (manugzm tanum asthaya] and kill %evaqa in combat!"®
In respdnse Visnu appears [priﬁurbhﬁ—l7 in the fire of Dadarstha's sacrifice and offers nis i
segd (metaphorically'expcsssem as a golden vessel filled with rice-milk, pdyasal to OaSaraths
in order to transmit it Eo his consorts and so beget a divine son by Kausalyé.B That in the
4th century AD, at leest, the identity of Rama with Narayana (and of S{td with Laksml) hag
found acceptance 1g evicant from a play of the Sanskrit poet Bhasa which ﬁ”ﬂmanldes an epiqod@‘a
of the Ramadapa (Abhltekqna;aka 4.12-14, £.27-30),

The occurrence of the verb avatr- in the R&n@pdkhy&ha and 1ts ahsence in the Balakanda leads

Hacker to believe that the Mbh. version of the story is later than the first book of the Ram.’
The absence of the avatr termlnology' in ‘the Ramayana might, howevar, be mere coincidence,
gepecially aince the process of Visnu's 1ncarndt10n ia worked out 4n more detail and along

different lines. Seversl arguments in favour. of an earlier date of the Ramopakhyana have been \?
advanced by Brocklngton.1° LeaVing eside the vexed problen of which originated first, we may

safely assume that both versions of the story, the Balakanda and the Ramopakhycna, were romposed

in about the same period. e ThroughouL tnls perxod the older term pradurbhava was in use when

JUN ORI —

! See Hacker 1880, _ _ - . ‘

2 Mph, 12,326, 76-81 [Narayapfyaparuan) PPahc p.514¥.

* Hacker 1980,50ff,

“ Mbh. (Bombay) 3.272.71 (Crit.Ed, Vol. 1y App 1027.1.835.) 0 A similer idea is already ex-
pressed in the Bhagavadgata 4 7- 8, although 'the verd auatr- is not yet used.

5 Mbh.3.260.5. , :

§ Ram.1.15.3.

7 ?dm 1.15.9.

b Ram.1,17.6: kausalyaganajad ramam dzvgalaksaﬂasumyutan/ vignor ardham mahabhagam putran
tkgvakunandanan// .

"® Macker 1360,57. '

1% Brockington 1978, Cp. Intreduction of the Utcarakunda of the Ram. (pp.28*31).

1 Besides other arguments that make an earlier date very unlikely, it may be noted that the
Balakanda (1.e. a substantial section of the Devandgarl MSS, the complete Southern recension,
and all the commentaries) contains the horuscope of Rama's birth, which corresponds Lest with
11th of March AD 200 (see Ferrari d'Ocehieppo 1979). A terminus ad quem seems to be K3lidasa's
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the varioys manifestations: of Visnu, ﬁnclwdlng Rama and Krsna, were referred to. The more
specific terminology using the Verb avatr- could be employed for e personal incarnation of god
(or gods), especia}ly 1n,human.form, who descends for the sake of the dharma in the world of
man.' The nominal dér;vative avatara gradually replaced the term pradurbhdva from the time of ‘
Khlidasa omwards. R ' 4

As has been noted gbove the deification of .Rama runs parallgl with a reification of the city
of Ayodhya. In the First halF of the fifth century the identity of Saketa and Ayodhya was an
establisnad fact: Kalidasa‘usgs uoth names synonymously‘and,negards Rama as an avatgra of
visnu.® o AR . ,

The same period prov1des us, with archapological data that

bear testimony to the existence of
sore form of veneration of the R3ma incarnation of Vispu. A cwarterféf the Vakataka Quéen Pra-
bhavatigupta was issued ”From thL feet of the Lord of Ramdgxrl” ! In anather inscription this
queen proclaimed the bestowal of some v1llages to a Vaisnava teacher Canalasvamln, after these
had first been offsred (rxtuall/) to the "fept of the lord“ “ Both 1nscr1pt10ns endorse the

view that a sanctuary dedicated to 3ama was situated on top of the Ramagiri hill, possibly en-
shrining the footprints paqa of the Lord bhagavatv. specifically those of his Rama incarnat-
fon. These footprints of the scion of the'Raghu Race (raghupatipadq) are referred to by Kali-
dasa,’ The same author'also-meh?ions a.pond or tank in the neighbourhood of the hernitage of
the Ramagirl that was dedigated to SIt3.® The allegiance of the poet to the court of f rabhavatf
guptéd's brother end nephaw-(Kumarpgupte I and Skendagupta) mekes an identification of the Rama-
giri of the Meghaddﬁq'with the:Réhagiri near the Vékatake capital Nendiverdhans (modern |
Nandarghan shout 30km NE o; Nagpur); from where these charters were issued, all the more like-
ly.” This hill is known todéy as Ramték end contains several old Vsisnsve sanctuaries besides

a temle dedlrated to Ramacandra. '

The son of Prabhevatfgupte, Pravarasena IT, is credited with the authorship of the Prakrit
Kavya Setubandha.® 1In this work, which relates,the story of Rama, the latter is considered
identical with Visny rather‘tﬁan merely ane of his incarmnations,'® The same Véké;aka king had
a temple bullt that was poésibiy dedicated to RSma-V1§Qu in his newly~founded capital Pravara-

pura (probably modern Paunar 90km SW of Nandardhan).'? The installation of the roysl court in a
Raghuvaméa (middle of the %th centuxy). which presupposes the widespread acceptance of the
doctrine of Rame's Visnu- nature; ¢ »
Basides the above- Quored pasbages, cp. Mbh.1.58, 51 1.98,1-4,
The tenth Canto of the Raghuvamda, the colophon of which features the term avatara,
ramagzrtsvannqpadamulad CI1 V,35 (1,1,
bhagavatpadamule nivedya, CII V.7 (1 14).
Meghaduta 9. e ‘ _ .
Meghadita 1. : ' '
Cp. ‘Mirashi 1964(p. 138] "The padukas of Ramacandra still continue in worship at amtpk‘
Sircar in HCI III,422. .

Nagpur Gaz. 322f. IFN Vol 21,195, M¢rashi in CII V,p.XL, Mirashi and Kulkarni in EI XXV,
7-20. Bakker-Entwistle 1981,1267f,

Handiqui 1876,24, Cp, Sircar in HCI III,182-184, Mirashi in CII V,p.XXIV n.7: "According
to Ramadasa, a commentator of the Setubandha, the kavya was composed by Kalidasa for the sake
Of Pravarasena by the order of Mbharagadhtraga Vikramaditya, It is ngt, however, .likely that
Kdllda sa actyally composed the kavya, though he may have revised 1\.T

® Setubandha 6.8-17, 11.89,96,

berr V,pp. XXV, XLI,LXIf, Mirashi remarks: “"The conjecture aboyt the ereqtion of & tenmple

oo F ow N —
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new capltel had, as we éaw, 8 contempory ‘parellel in the shift of the Gupta court to Ayodhya, -
gither DQ«Pravarasena‘s uncle dr his ‘cousin. '

In contrast to the Gupta emperors the Vékégaha rulers were generally more affiliated to
Saivism.' The spébial reverence of Réms and zealous devotion to Visnu of Prabnavatiguptd, who
styled herself an afyanta%hagavad%haktdz, and who took such a pride in her Gupta descent’, might']

-well have had a politiﬁal métivation. At least her religious inclinations did not prevent the »

dowager queen from pursuing policical aims and wielding power over her sons, for whom she rule
as ‘a regent for an exceptionally long period.‘ »f

-

however, even 1f it is admlttad that Rama was the ODJECt of a cult during the reign of th
Vakatakas in the fifth century AD, it should be: noted that;the evidence is restricted to a

limited area around Nendivardhana and a short historicaf épisode‘(c.AD 400-465). No other
Rameite sanctuaries arelknown to neve existed in the first millennium of our ara. Yet what is
proven beyond doubt by this évidehca is that at the close o% the fourth century politicael os
well as-religious condltions were conducive to the official recognition of Sakets as the ancie

capital of an incarnation (avatara] of the loxd _ _ _
The panels dating From‘the middle of the 5th century which were found in Paunar are anong

the oldest pieces of archaeologicai evidence testifying to the iconographic representation of
Rama., Better known, but later, are the panels of the Dadavatara temple at Deogarh. The depict“
ibn of the story of the Ramayana in stone in the fifth:and sixth centuries runs parsllel with'

the widespresd popularity.of this theme in the literature of the same period. Apart from the
{ ' .

aforementioned Ramopdkhyana and other epitomes in the older Purdnas (e.g. Visnupurdna® end

Brahm&ﬁddpur&ﬁaﬁ) as ‘well és in the Prakrit work Vasudevahipdf of Safighadasa, the story becof
the principal theme of éeveral literary texts, both-in Sanskrit and in Prakrit. As such may haj
mentioned the Paumacariya of Vimalasuri, & Jaina author of the fourth century, Bhasa's Pratmmaﬁwﬂ
nataka and Abhzsekanataka (4th century), Kalidaaa'n Raghuvaméa (middle of the 5th century),

the Kavya Setubandha of Prevaresena 11 (middle qf the 5th century), and Bhatti's Ravapavaana

dedicated to Rama by Praverasensa 11 at his new.capital Pravarapura, which was mace by me sever
vears ago, was based only on the evidence df these panels” (described on pp.LV-LXII) "and wes
not substantisted by any inscription. That' gvidence has now become available, unexpectedly.
Retently, while digging in the courtyard of Vinobhaji's a$rama, the image of & female deity, i
about BFft. in height, was discovered"...”The idpntlfncetion is placed beyonu doudbt by the in-
scriptioh carved to the proper right side.of ‘Ner legs, viz. garga bhagavati (i.e. Goddess Caf
The characters of the 1nscrlption closely xeseuble those of the Pattan plates of Pravarasen
and leave no doubt that the 1mage is of the Vakataha age.' (op.cit, p LXII) "The site where 4
panels with scenes of the Ramayana and ‘this 1mage were found is modern Pavnar near Werda in t
fields round $ri Vinobhaji's dérara on ‘the left; bank ¢f the river Oham." (op.cit.p.LX).(= Pal
200-41" N, 78°-30" £, Bkm NE o Wardha), "The\panels were probably bullt into the walls of th
temple as is the case of the Gupta temple at Devagadh. ‘As shown above, Pavnar is probably 1de
icel with Prevarapura, which Pravarasena Il fouhded and made the seat of his government some
time after the eleventh regnal year.” (op.cit.p, XLI). This'shift of capitel provauly took p
between AD 431- 439 (ep. op.cit.p.XXIV and p.V). No ‘more, however, them that the panels depictd
scenes of the Ramayana found in the walls of the Visnu temple at Deogarn indicate that thisgth

temple was dedicated to Rama do the anels and ~1gure of Gahga of Paunar prove that we have
do with a Ramaite temple,

bl V,poii, :

CIT v,7 (1.8), - : . -
CIIv,34, o ‘ '
CIT V,p.Vy HCT 111,180F.
Vipur.4.4,87-103, i .
Hqur.J.&.64.'3.63;164j200.lhardl&‘muru then a genealogy).

o o ow N
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(p?&bably 6th century). All this makes it ébundantly clear that the myth of Visnu's incarnation
as Rama bécame very popular‘in the Gupta age. fhat it continued to be so in the following cent-
uries is attested by many more literary works dealing with the same theme', and several otnpr
temples that deplcted the Rama legend on their walls,?

A second stage in rhe rise of the cult seems to have been reached when Rama became depicted
in his own right as o fu;l form of.Vi§gu. The oldest specimens testifying to this develogment
may date from the tenth century. The Jaina temple of PSrévanétna in Khajuraho (c.AD 850-970)
shows two images of R3ma on the ‘outer wall, The first one represents Rama holding the bow ang
arrow and the other shows *him with‘four arms, nolding the'akrow (or QUiver 7)) in his upper right
and lower left hand with his’ lowex rlghr hand tlessing Hanhmat and his upper left hand embrac-
ing sitd.? From fhe eleventh, rentury dates a temple at Osian (ngar Jodhpux) that represents
Rama and Sita as Lakamm Narayana. ‘ _ . '

Literary directions for the maklng of Rama images are not exact;y congruous with the archaeo-
logical evidence. These preqcrxptlons are found in several,works dealing with iconography from
the sixth century onwards. The Brhaﬁsaﬁhit& of Varahamihire (1AD 5371 does not describe Rama as
a partlcular form of "Visnuy but 51Mply lists him together with Ball. 5 Later Vaisrava texts like
the Vazkhanasagama araphrased by Rao®), the Padmasamh%ta and stvaksenasamnzta (both quoted
{n Smith 19697), and the stnudharmottarapurana , which may all cate from before AD 1000, give
various iconographic descrzprlons of Rama and his attendents. According to the Vatkhxraoajana
and stvaksenasamhlfa Rama should be deplcted with only two arms, but the ! admasamhzta allows
the slternative of a four-armed image. This texs declares that when &n idol (bimba) of Réma is

1nstalled by itself (svatantral in the sanctum Lgarbhaqrha) 1t 'should have four arms. A group-

image of Rama, Sita, and Laksmana is placed near it to be used in (special) ritual proceedings.’
In view of the fact that only very few idols for the worship (ared, bimba) of Réma from be-

fore the 12th century have cqme to light it may be suggested that these iconographical des-

criptions, if not relating to ornamental sculptures on temple walls, were included in these

texts chiefly for theoretical reasons and for the sake of completeness. These descriptions

! For a survey of these works see Bulke 1971,79-279,
® For a survey of these temple panels sese Oesail 1873,115-118.
’ ? Desal 1973,11 and Fig.B4.

* Desa! 1973,119% "In & niche on the wall of Amba Meta temple at Osian, datable to the 11th
century AD, there is a stending image of Rama and SIta. It is completely like the Lameml Nara-
yana imeges. Rama holds the four emblems of Visny and with one arm he embraces s{td, The only
1denti€y1ng mark is the Flgure of Hanuman otand ng to the right of Rama. Me has the face of a
mOnney on a human body." (op.cit.Fig.85). .

® Brhatsamhita 57.30cd: dadarathatanayo’ ramo balws ca vatrocanth $atam viméam//.

 Rao I1,189FF, The Skt. text is given in Reo I pt,2 App.C p.40:

atha raghavaramam savzméatzéatangulamztam/
dvibhugjam erbhanqasthmtam daksinena hastena//

énradharam vamena capadharam éyamabham/
ra<tambarudharam kzritadyabharananvbtam//
The red dress is noteworthy, : )

Smlth 1969,147-152 (Visvaksenasamhita 11,75-85).

¥ Vidhpur.3.85.261 ramo daéarath7h karyo ragalaksanalakeztah/
? Vigyaksenasamhitd 11.77-78,
'? _Padmasamhita (corrupt) text given in Smizh 1869,143:
avotantrdam paratantryam ca raghavasyobhayam bhavet/
divye bhage 'thava brahme garbhagehe sthito vadi//
SVQLAErQ. raqhabah prokfah pade purvodi te yadL/
oaturbhuya sic! garbhagehe kalpitah kamalasana (sic!) //
pasead vzmanaéobhartham kalpitah paravan ayan/
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usuél}y form part of passageé in which all the incarnations of Visnu ere systematically treat-
ed', and at the time they were conceived might not necesserily have reflected actual practice,

The subsequent phase in the evolution of a Ramaite form of Vaisnavism is the foundation of
temples exclusively dedicated to Rama. Only a few instancés are known in the 12th century. In
the majority of caseé'a shrine of Rama would have been little more than a subsidiary cella
adjacent to the main sanctunlin which an idol of one of the twenty four murtis of Visnu-Narayana
was installed.? One of the oldest Rama temples may have been the one in Ayodhyd on the Janma-
bhumi (see above). :

An inscfiption of AD 1145 in the'Réj{vancana temple at éajim (a holy place at the confluence
of the Mahanadl and the‘Pair{frivgr in the Raipur district]fcears Festimony to anothet temle
dedicated to the son of Oadaratha. This site had grown inéq an important centre of Velsnavism
by the time it was included in the Vakatake realm (5th-6th centuries). The first Rajivalocana
temple was built during the reign of the later dynasty.of the Nalas (7th century), possibly by
king Vildsatudga.’  Parts of tnis temple, notably a massive entrance in which Visnu was de-
picted in his Anantadayin form, seeh to nave'been preserved in the later reconstruc-
tion, " According to en in?cription in-the left wall of the mapdapa of the present temple
it wes built (rebuilt) by Jagapéla 3 miniéter of the Kalacuri king Pythvideva IT of Ratnapura
(Ratanpur).5 On this océasion fod Januari AD 1145) the teinple was dedicated to Rame: "Bearing
the splendour of Rama in the ebsence of Ramadeva (translation uncertain) (he)” (i.e. Jagepdla)
"established Jagepdlapura in the new country... Reading®all (works) such as the Rﬁhdyapa,
(being) the support of'living beihgé, gelf~faspecting, conferring gifts on Bréhmapa families
for their learning: such is;Jagépéia.fHe hes caused this beautiful tenLle to be constructed for
manifesting the splendour of Rama. He'has'granted & village named Salmaliye to provide for
offerings of food (to the enshrined deity).“eThe composer of this prasasty was Jasananda be-
longing to a family‘that hailed from Ayudhyé, certainly not the best Sanskrit scholar this
town produced.’ ' ,

A third recorded Rama temple was constructec by Malayasimna, & feuoatory of Vijayaesimha of

the Tripur{ brench of the Kalacuris at the end of the twelfth century. This is attested in an
inseription dating from AD 1193:° "He (i.e. Malayasimha) erected a marvellous row of mansions

svatantre raghave bimban kdzm&@yartham prakalpayet// .

anyars .tatsadréam raman Laksmanam janakagjatmajam/

stmhasane sahatkasmin prabhayd ca parigkrtan//

. - A i -
; Cp. evg. Smith 1875,218 (Padmasemhita) any 400 (Visvaksenasamhita).
Reo 1,191: "The shrine oflRama is required to be Built in the south-east corner ip a Visnhr

temple," S o : '

Y ET XXVI,A89F.; CIT 1v,2,455, Cp. HCI I11,190.

¢ Arch.Survey XVII, 11f.; EI XXVI, 54, COJ 14,

" CIT IV Pt.2,450-457,

® ap.cit.457, The relevant text-passage runs: ....ca bhavet pumso jogapalo'pi sunda[ranﬂ(ra
romag obhah sa_(gra)kaqa&/a] prasadam karitam rimam// (correctly according to Mirashi (Ed.):
rama$obhaprakasaya prasadam karitavan tmam) (op.cit.455 ve.22). A metricelly correct emengatic
could be: ... prasadam karitam tv tmam. The R&jlvalocana temple is described by Cunningham (Ar
s.XVIIJ.This temple‘”is visipéd'by thousands of pilgrime on their way to Jagannath in Orissa,
They cwmqhto pay thelir devotions to Ramachandrs whose stetue 1s said to be enshrines inside
Aut the flggre s actually one of the common four-armed representations of Vishny himaeirAQitp
the7u5ual synibols of the club, the discus, the shell, ang the lotus.” lop.rit.332) o »

Cp. CIT IV Pt.2,450. B
B ID IV PLY,346-358,

i



0 AL N LA

IsY,

The origin of dewotion to Rama within Vaisnuwisn 65

X . :
toushing the sky for gods and brahmenas, through fear of obstruction from which, as it werg,
the sun's éhariot goes obliquely with speed. Having performed fierce and peintul penence, thg
Siddnas go to high heaven, (while) those, who worship (7) at the temple of Rama (built) by him,

generally go to the. abode of Vishnu,"!

This temple may have been situated at the “KaétarSvtank“l
perhaps identical with a tanklin Kahtara near Makundpur&(15km S of Rewa town where the insgript-
{on was found, 24°-24'N, 81°-20'€).? ' »

We conclude this survey of archaeological evidence (ante AD 1200) by mentioning the oldest
jdol of Rama known to us, It_ié'an early Chola bronze imagg (c.AD 950) belonging to the Sri
Kalyana Varadaraja Perumal tﬂmple En Paruthiyur 'Thanjavur:district) which was on display in
the exhibition of 'Masterpieces. of eaxly South Indian Bronzev' (National Museum, New Qelhi,

sprind 1983). o o :

It is again the twelfth century that witnessed an 1nv1gorating renewal of orthodox religious
activity., The existence of three tenples exclusively. dedlcated to %ama is documented, and there
might have been considerably more/of which all traces have been lost due to ravages committed
by later rylers." One puzzle remains neithar from the twelfth century, nor from the following
centurigs, are there more than 8 few rare pleces of evidence that bear testimony to the in-
stallatiOn of Rama 1dols in Ramaite temples. Consequently ‘the conclusion has been drawn that e
Hinduistic temple cult of'Rémé did not eppeer before the 16th or 17th centh;y.s This theory is
untenable in view of the evidence for the existence of Rameite temples from the 12th century
onwards, ‘andg secondly 1n_viéw of ;hé origin’of 5 class of Sahskrit texts that are exclusively
devoted to the (temple) cult'of-Réma, who is considered te be the highest dimension of Visnu,
The earliest texts which belong to this class, dating from the eleventh and twslfth centuries
(and perhaps even garlier), w1ll be dealt with below. The existeﬁce of detailed manuals of Rama
ite ritual and fes?ive ;eremonles prasupposes a cylt in which they could be applied. The solut-
ion of the puzzle may De:found in ﬁhe'aescription of one of the oldest known temples dedicated

——n.

b op.cit,356. The text runs:

prasadamala dvmaadevatanam srsta vzoztra gaganam vLZagna/

yenapt yabhyas tv. avarodhabhttja yattva bhano ratha asu _tiyalrya)k//26//

ttvram tapo duhkhakaram prakrtya stddhg vrajanto divam urddna(rdhva)m uccath/

yad ramadevalayavadhita ye prayena [te} vtévapadanm (vzsnupadam ?) prajatah/Vazﬁ/
The text would improve if we could read 'radhita instead of “vadhita.

2 €T IV Pt.1,346. Cp. EI XIX 295, ;Rewah State Gaz.87f, s.v. Makundpur.

Y Cp. Pal,120f. (11th century bronze image:.of Rama); Rao I,192f.(12th-13th century bronze
image of Rama); Philadelphia.Museum of Arts'(USA) "(W 1982-106-1) (11th century Chola bronze f Ram

' This might be the case for. ihstance in an anciant tample in Soron dedicated to SIta~Rama,
The temple was repuilt after its Qestruction ‘by Aurangzeb but the old pillers and pilgrims’
records are preserved., The earliest of these records. "bear tha date in Semvat 1226, or AD 1189,
50 that the erection of the temple cannot be plaoed later than AO 1000." (Finhrer 1891,89)

This subject has been a matter of controversy in the correspondenca I have conducred with
Professor Vaudeviile, According to her the older form of Rama bhakti is "an essentially ntrgun(
form of bhakti: it is a worship of the Name - not of the Form of Rdma, Rama being the perfect
Japa=mantra opening way to mukti and at the same time constituting the very state of immersion
into the Supreme Reality known. as layayoga ( identical to the sahaja state in the Gorakhnathi
tradition). Basically therefore, the "Rama-cult" in the Agastyasamhmta is neither Vaisnava nor
Salve (Though much nearer to the latter): it 1s essentially a Yogic cult in which the Name |RA
Ls both sadhand and the ¢ siddht. and itself expresses the Supreme Reality or stage which 1s
achieved through its practice.” (from a lgtter to the author dated 18-5-'81), We snall ueal be

low with this "Cult of the Name", which is indéed an important aspent of ‘the Rama cult.

-
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{

to Rém fhe Réjivalocana temple. - o . f
From the. inseription mentioned above we, know that this temple was dedicated to Rama in AD

1145, and todey itis still dedlcatpj to tve same god and as such attracts thousands of pilgrims,
Despite its 1ndub1table assoriatxon with the worship of Rama, and despite the precepts for the
making of Rama idols in the Paﬂcarntraeamhztas and later Ramaite ritualistic texts, the igol in-
stalled in this temple is one of Vlgnu, w1th0pt any spec;flc Ramaite attrivute.' This leads us
to ascertain that it waes evidently a common prectice of ‘the Rama bhakta to address his worshis
to a temple idol that was looked upon as'being an embodiment of Rama (i.e. of his arcavatara),
although formally, acOOPding‘td the canons of’classical iconbgraphy, this idol had to be con-
sigered as a personificetion of Viqnu. Practice and tl?Olng of this Ramatized form of Visnuism
will bestreated in the next. chapter, ‘/

'

If we now summarize the extant,evidénce and drew pur conclusions, we can reasonably claim
that the cult in which Rama was worshipped as the supreme form and main manifestation (avatara)
of Visny did not rise into prominenée before the eleventh and twelfth centuries AD, This is to
say thet it began to emerge in the latest perlod of 1ndepewdent Hindu rule in North Indla and
befotre Muslim power was firmly estaollshed.

Wnereas Rama may have initially had no more than just a minor shrine in a Visnu temple, the

main delty himself eventually became recognized as Réma-Vngu. In the early days priests who

were; responsible for the lifurgy‘of this new worship would have formed no more than o small
. minQrity of the Vaisnave Brahmin conﬁunity.‘wevertheless, it was probebly in this circle of Rams
devotees that the first doatrinel Ramgrte cult texts originated.

The ressons why the culﬁ ofjgome of Vianu's abataras prececed that of Réma, such as Varana
worship and the Krena and Nevuéﬁmhe culte?, may te sought in the fact that these cults were
based on regional, popularland not spécifically Vaismavé'traditions, which were eventually in-
corporated into the Velspave religiaﬁ, whereas the Rame cult could not rest on any such locel
or popular form of worship in éﬁite of the immense popularity of the story of the Rdmdyaﬂa. As
to 1ts expansion, ir had tofwait until nistorical circumstances wOulo.favuur such a development,
This seems to have occurred when th 11ndu were driven into a defensive position by Muslim
power, but this factor albné would never have led to a cult of such gimensions, Lmpact and in

)

portance, had not o wave ofiemotional‘devotion {bhakti) of a popular kindjaompletely trans farme
Consequently the Rama

the utlook and character of Hindu religipn, in particular of Vaisnavism.

cult eventuslly eclipsed such older cults as tha{'cf Narasimha, simpiy because a personsl and
emotional approach to god was more appropriate for en anthropomorphic god than for a hybridg of }
men and enimel. This also axplaina»why.nha‘cult of Krena nes survivad end flourlshed coexistants
ly with that of Rdma up to the present dey. '

o oo o s vt

! See 1,64 n.5.

L The worship of Nerasimha is t"eatEu in one of the ulde°t Paftaratra tex viz, the
Sattuatasamtha h.XVIT (sge Smith 1875,527). Next, it is described in th NaraSthataprnmua e
Upanisad (Bth-7th century). It is noteworthy that the oldest Ramalte cult text, the Ranatapanﬂ/a‘f“
Jpanv sad s fully modelled upon this Upanisad dedicated to the Man-lion, The RPTUp. gives & ﬂ
synoptic account of Ramaite theology anc of the particular features in which this Ramatized form p
of Visnuism differs from other Vaisnava cults, namely the uddhura of the six syllable and other. -
Pentras, the meditation ndhyanal and the construction of the rame yantra, We shall further

refer to this text in connectidn with the tréatment of the tontent of the Agas tyasamhi ta.
P Cp. Kulke in COJ 132, '
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CHAP}ER 8, (ffg?NfQ M'é;{;> _gf‘g;;;

THE DEVELOPMENT OF AYODMYA AS A SACRED CENTRE FROM THE THIRTEENTH TO THE MIDOLE OF
THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE AYODHYAMAHATMYA

Srmmasa,

The eppointmant'bf Malik Négif*ud-dfn Mabm&d governor of Avagh in AD 1226 initiated a period

of Islamization of official life in’the provincial capital.'AithoUgh it did not mean, as will
saon be seen, that devef@pments in the Hindu fold were totally-repressed or that an effective
check was put upon its activ1ties,_iL did preclude the building of Hindu temples of any
significance and permanence until r\e 18th century. This is:proven by the existence of a gap

{n archaeological evidence. with ;espect to Hindu artefacts,}image% and temples alike, from tha
thirteenth to the seventeenth century The few idols found nhat could belong tu the seventeenrh
century might equally be a%eignec to the eighteenth centux“y,.l In the latter century great

building activitywas initisted again under the llbsral rule of rhp Nawwabs of Ough. The oldest
temples in Ayodhyad date from this time, and the majorgty.of 'old' images found today likewise
belong to this period at the earlipst |

It would seem that undar Muslim @upremary it. Was possible for Hindu religious life to
continue on & modest scale in old ramplpa which were built before Muslim rule, until they were
eventually demolished. The first Hindu temple that is known to have syccumbed to this fate was
the temple on the Janmabhumi, which was replaced by a mosque by'brder of Babur. Yet, besices
in temples, cangregations:couldvbe held at the bathing ghdfé‘on the river and at holy places,
mostly tanks or kundas, in the thn‘and itsrserouhcings. On *the occasion of festivals
temporary structures like_Mapgdpas (awnings) could be raised to‘aerve for worship.z

The oldest versions oflihe,AM,bas Qell as. independent evidence, seem to endorse the view

that the religious structure of Ayodhya as far as Hinduism is concerned was not essentially

different in the 13th and 14th centuries from thaz in the 12th, Jinaprabhasuri, writing in
AD 1332% mentions mainly tirthas that have been shown to exist in the 12th century: the ghats

on the Saerayl river, Svargadvara end Gopratéra, the naga sanctuary in the north of Ayodhy3d, now

undsr the name of Séhésradhéré,,th& confluence of the Sarayl and Gharghara, and the shrine of

the yaksg Mattsgajendre seid to bé[situatad on top of the city wall (prakara).* Further the
' . ) S IE PP TPPE SRR
Jain author mentions the SItakunda among the several other Hindu tirthas (anegant lotatttthant ),

The ban on building new temples may have left open the possibility of resorting to new hely
bathing places in the river and in ponds. In default of dPChBPOlOglC&] remains of bathing places
it is gemerally difficult to ascertain’whether and how many of the kundas described in later

texts were existent in the 12th or earlier cenhturies.

! The'images helonging to the 17th or 18th century that I have seen are: 1) a much eroded
little stone image of Geneds in the wall of the cella of the $1tala temple (Faizabadd): 2) a
headless stone image of Parvat] in front of the ruined Dugdhedvara temple (near Bikapur). The
poddess 15 seated above two animal figures, possibly a lion and a buffalo: 3) a stone image of
Ganeda in bas-relief, The god nas his trunk placed in a dish of sweets. His upper left hand
holds a plece of the Himalaya mouritain, The image is placed opposite tnat of Parvati in front
of the Ougdhesvara temple; 4) an eroded stone image of Nandin, also found at the Cugdhedvars
namnlu

2 The erection of a mandapa onthe occasion of Ramanavami is prescrived in the AgS,,see RNV

Jatn A964,220,
TK L).VSF. See ad 0AS 17.15¢.
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*InAorder to complete our understanding of the sacreditopography oflAdehyé and 1ts sur-
roundiﬁgs.we shall turn to the main soyrﬁe of information, the oldest version of the Ayodhya-
m&%&tmya; if will be shown 1in Intr.Pt.iI that the oldest transmitted texts of the AM tradition
are not only found in the recension of the Man&tmye thet was ineluded in the yaigpavakhapgu of
the Skandapur&ﬁa [éiglum S), An additional collection of legends is preserved in a MS nencefort

referred to as 8, It will be shown that a chronological différentiation between S and B 1s not
warranted on textual criticel grounds. S as well as B appear to go back to a 'floating’,
possibly oral, tradition which will be tesignated by the phrase ‘a-type-of